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AITITU/.L  REPORT  OP  TrS 
l^rSDICTL  OEEIGBR  OF  l-£E!i-:LTH, 

Council  Offices, 
Beaconsf ield  o 

July,  19i9* 


lire  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annua,! 
Reports  for  the  years  1939  1940  „ 

It  is  the  ministry  of  Health’s  request  that  these 
reports  should  be  interim  ones  only,  and  confined  to  vital  sta.t- 
istics  and  urgent  matters  affecting  the  public  health,  so,  in  the 
interests  of  national  economy,  I have  not  only  limited  their 
extent  but  included  the  two  years  in  one  report„ 

These  years  have  been,  as  you  are  av^fare,  a time  of 
national  emergency^  •this  state,  from  the  purview  of  the  Local 
Government  Officicil,  ;ante- dating  - by  very  many  months  - the 
outbreak  of  actual  hostilities » The  bulk  of  my  v/ork  as  your 
lledicoH  Officer  heis  therefore,  during  this  period,  been  concerned 
with  such  matters  as  *'A,R„P„''  and  "Evacuation”  - matters  upon 
which  I ha,ve  not  attempted  to  dwell  in  this  report,  but  v^rith 
whioh  you  are  all  familia,re 

This  report  ywlII  be  my  last  to  you,  for  as  most  of 
you  know,  I)r„  Evans  of  Southv/ark  succeeds  me  in  August,  and  so  I 
should  like  to  .take  this  opportunity,  Mrc  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,  of  thanking  you  for  all  the  kindly  consideration  and 
help  that  you  ha,ve  given  me,  and  ¥/hich  has  made  ray  sojourn  as 
your  lie di cal  Officer  of  He-alth  a joy  as  well  as  a duty. 

I also  v;ish  to  tender  my  sincere  greititude  to  all 
the  Council’s  Staff,  whose  v/illing  co-operation  has  alv'ays  been 
so  readily  offered,  and  v/hich  has  afforded  me  so  much  help. 

I w'ish  the  Council,  the  Staff  <and  my  successor  a 
continuance  of  these  conditions  of  amityc 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  C,  GUBBIITS. 


Aolc  General  Stati s t i cs „ 


Area  (acres)  of  District  0=,.  « » o»o  5,293 

Population  (Census  of  1931), » 00.  00c  occ  4,843 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  (mid  year)  5866  (1939) s 7086 (1940 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  £78,343  (1939)  J £78,428  (1940) 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ...  £295  (1939)  ? £320  (I940) 

Vo.  of  Houses  occupied,  a,ccording  to  rate-books 

1701  (1939)  s 1727  (1940) 


2,  Vital  Statistics. 


1939  1940 


Birth  Rate 


14.2  8.75 


Death  Rate 


9.9  7.76 
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Births 


(a)  Live, Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Hales  Bemafe-  Total 


1940 

Hales  Fema.les 


41 

3 


36 

0 


77 

3 


Total 

61 

1 


Birth  rate  (per  1^000 

resident  population)  14o2 
Bngland  Hales  o«o 
Total  Urban  (Bucks 

County) 


(b)  Still  Births  Hale s_ 

I;£gitimate  1 

111  .gitimate  0 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
births 


15.6 
16  «1 

Peraales  Total 


38  23 

1 0 

8«75 

15.15 

not  available 
Hales  Females  Total 


0 
' 0 

12„5  . 

Deaths 


Total  Deaths  „oo  000 

leath  rate  (per  1,000  population) 
England  and  Y'ales  oco  =co 
Total  Urban  (Bucks  County) 


poo 

000 


10  1 1 

0 0 0 0 
160] 

.ms  iiio 

58  55  . 

9.9  7.76 

12,1  14c3 

10 o3  available 


(a.)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  (ioe„  ITOe  of  v/omen  in,  or  in 
consequence  of,  childbirth), 

iiii  1940 

Deajths  Ratfe  per  lOOO  Deaths  Rate  per  1000 
~ total "ITifths  " totaT^births , 


Pueperal  Sepsis  , , , 0 

Other  Puerperal  causes  0 


(b)  Dea-ths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Femaies  T oto.l 

Legitimate  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  0 00 


Infantile  Ilortality , 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
England  ar,)  ’,7alea  ,,,  ,,,  ,,, 

Total  IH  1 .r'  , Lucks  County) 


0 

0 

0 

0 

Hales 

Females 

Total 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

births 

im 

39 

1940 

85.5 

births 

0 

0 

tau 

1940 

37.5 

64. 

5 

5o«o 

55. 

0 

39.0 

not  available 
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mi 

Males  Females 


194-0, 

Hales  Females 


(c)  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  5 ^ 27 

" " Measles  00  00 

''  " V/hoopihg  Cough  0 0 0 0 

” " Diarrhoea  (under 

2 years)  0 00  0 


( d ) Cause s of  Death , 


Mai e s Females  Males  Females 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System  , , , „ , , . , , , , , 0 

Other  Tuberculosis  o..  oo,  0 

Co,ncer  ©o,  oo©  o©©  ©©•  5^ 

Diabetes  ©o,  ,©,  ,,,  0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhabe  © © © © , © 2 

Heart  Disease  ©©©  ,„©  ,,,  9 

Other  circulatory  diseases  0 

Pneumonia  © © © © © © © © © © © © 0 

Bronchitis  ©„©  ©„©  ©©©  ©©©  0 

Other  respiratory  diseases  0 

Influenza  „©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  0 

Diphtheria  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  ©©©  0 

Peptic  Ulcer  © © © . © © © © © 0 

Other  digestive  diseases  .©©  0 

Acute  and  chronic  Mephritis  0 

Congenital  Causes  (Debility, 

Premature  Birth  etc)  ©„©  1 

Suicide  © © © © © © © © © © © © 1 

Road  Traffic  accidents 
and  other  violence  ©©©  ©©©  4 

Other  defined  diseases  ©©©  _2 

Totals  24 

Grand  Total 


1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 


0 

0 

2 

0 

3 
6 
0 
2 

1 

1 
0 
0 

2 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

_2 

25 


0 

0 

7 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 
1 

0 

1 
1 

1 

0 

3 

_j. 

30 


58 


55 


^ » Gener al  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area © 

(a.)  Laboratory  facilities© 

Arrangements  v/ere  made,  during  194-0,  for  the  future 
examination  of  bacteriological  specimens  etc  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  Emergency  Laboratory  Services,  Oxford^  existing  con- 

tract v;ith  the  Chemical  Research  Association  to  lapse  at  the  end 
of  the  period  - March,  I941©  The  reason  for  the  change  being 
the  facilities  .offered  by  the  Emergency  Laboratories© 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities© 

As  hitherto,  but  nov/  augumented  by  an  American  gift  of 
an  ambulance  to  the  British  Red  Cross  and  St©  John's  Ambulance 
Corps© 

(c)  Mur sing  in  the  Home© 

Ho  change© 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres© 

Ho  change. 

(e)  hospitals , 

The  “general”  hospital ' accommodation  is  as,  hitherto, 
plus  increased  facilities  due  to  extensions  of  hospitals  under 


-3- 


the  G-overnuent  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme  - such  as,  for  example, 
't-hat  at  Amershorig. 

The  ''Isolation'*  3.ccoiiimodatiQn' has  been  increased  by  the 
opening  of  a block  of  10  cubicles  ('.1939)  ^ hutment  (1940' 

Ox'  20  huts  for  diphtheria  co.seo,  at  'Booker  Isolation  Hospital, 

C,  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 

As  in  1938  Report,  A.,  .- 

I),  Housing/  ' ” . . 

As  a consequence  of  evacuation  (official  and  unofficial) 
the  to¥;n  is  very  much  overcroF/ded,  This  is,  of  course,  _ 
inevita,blc,  and  no  steitutory  action  has  been  taken,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  Sports  'Pavilion,  Holtspur,  v/here  the  presence 
of  27  women  and  children  was  considered  donigerous  overcrowding. 
ITeedless  to  relate,  this  was  not  a case  of  officio.!  billeting. 
Other  bad,  but  less  serious  cases,  have  been  dealt  with  un- 
officio.lly,  but  no  official  action  has  been  recommended  as  I can 
see  no  satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem, 

E,  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood, 

.'Particulars  as  in  1938  Report  (except  for  details  re 
surrender  of  neat), 

P,  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  Diseases, 

1219  o 

A.po,rt  from  an  out-break  of  v/hoopi ng- cough  in  ITovember- 
Decenber  (21  cases)  the  year  v/as  singularly  free  from  notifiable 
disea.ses  - only  2 causes  of  Scarlet  Pever  and  one  case  of 
Diphtheria  being  notified, 

1910,0 

The  year  v/as  nmrked  by  tv/o  • outbreaks  (one  large  and  one 
small)  of  both  Diphtheria  and  Heasles, 

I.ieaslcs'r  The  large  outbreak  ( 51  cases)  occurred  in  June- July, 
it  was  spread  indiscriminately  oyer  the  town  and  v/as,  of  course, 
accentuated  by  the  overcrov/ded  state  of  the  child  population 
(due  to  evo.cuation) , • The  small  outbreak  (6  cases)  occurred  in 

I'cvenber  and  v/as  confined  to  the  inmates  of  the  overcrov/ded. 
Sports  Pavilion  at  Holtspur  (vide  Section  D)  . 

Diphtheria.  The  larger  of  the  diphtheria-  outbreaks  occurred  in 
August-September.  (13  cases)  and  v/as  confined  to  the  Children's 
Convalescent  Home,  This  v/as  eventually  controlled  by  the  admin- 
istration of  immunising  material,  to  all  the  children  in  t'he  Home, 
the  first  dose  being  given  v/ith  the  prophylactic  doses  of  anti- 
toxic sera. 

Another  small  outbreak  (8  cases)  occurred  in  November  in  the 
Old  Town 5 the  only  death  occurring  in  this  group. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  undertake 
a c.^/mpaign  for  the  immunising  against  diphtheria  of  all  children 
in  the  tov/n. 

This  campaign,  undertaken  early  this  year  (I941),  resulted  in 
■^n  e 'inently  satisfactory  response  on  the  part  of  'the  population. 
To  da+e  (July,  19*^1)  approximately  435  school  children  and  111 
pre-school  children  have  been  imunised  - the  latter  grouj)  by 
and  the  former  by  the  Staff  of  the  Emergency  Laboratory 
Cervico,  Oxford,  to  v;hom  my  grateful  thanks  are  due, 

1 have  good  reason  to  think  that  only  a very  small  proportion 
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of  the  child  population  of  the  tov/n  remains  not  iirmunised  against 
diphtheria, 

Jly  succe'ssor  will  doubtless  be  giving  more  exact  figures 
and  comparisons  to  the  Council  and  the  llinistry  of  Health  later 
in  the  year, 

Notifiable  Diseases, 


Cases 

Gases  admitted 

To.t-al 

Disease 

ITof  itied. 

to  hospital 

De  at  h_s 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

0 

Y/ho oping  cough 

21 

1* 

0 

* An  ''evacuee” 

child,  removed  owing  to  difficult 

billeting  circumstances. 

Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Disease 

irBriTTed 

“'"to  'hospital 

deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

0 

Whooping  cough 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

0 

. Diphtheria 

24 

24 

1 

lleca,sle  s 

6o 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis , 

1939o 

Four  new  cases  v;ere  notified  during  the  year  (only  one 
pulmonary  ease)  one  of  these  cases  was  a transfer  notification 
from  another  area,  T\.vo  deaths  have  occured  (both  females),  one 
from  pulmonary  and  one  from  non-pulmonary  T,B. 

iq40. 

Again,  four  new  cases  v;ere  notified  during  the  year,  one 
being  a transfer  notification  from  another  area,  ITo  deaths 
occurred , 


nge 


ITev/  Cases  and  Zlortality, 


Hev;  Gases 


n 0 n- 


Deaths 


Hon- 


Periods 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

H F 

li 

F 

li  F 

11  F 

Under  1 year 

o o o 

0 0 0 

o e 0 

OOP 

1 - 5 years 

0 O 0 

O O 0 

coo 

OOP 

5-15  " 

0 o o 

O 0 o 

o o c 

0 0 c 

15  - 25  " 

o o o 

0 0 o 

0 o o 

O 0 o 

25  - 35  " 

o o o X 

Jl  0 0 0 

1 

0 e 0 

e 0 o 

35  - 45  ' 

coo 

1 0 o o 

O O 0 

OOP 

45  - 55  ■' 

OOP 

0 0 o 

1 0 0 o 

OOP 

55  - 65  " 

o o c 

o o o 

1 O O 0 

o o o 

Over  65  years 

0 O 0 

o o o 

• 0 • 

0 0 0 
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ITew  Gas 

es  and  llortality. 

1940. 

Age  ■ 

hev 

Gases , 

Don- 

i/  £ Z'  i.  '.3'  CJ  rj 

Respiratory 

Respiratory  Res 

i: 

¥ 

].i  F M 

'jr?.der  1 year  . 

• 0-  o o 

0 o 0 - 

1 - 5 "-^'c'-rs 

, 

o o o 

0 0 0 

-5  - i‘5  " 

0 o o 

O 0 o 

1^  ■"  2-5 

0 c o 

o o o 

25. ~ 5;  “ 

1 

o O O 1 

1 0 0 o 

35  - <-5  " 

O 0 o 

O 0 c 

45  ^ 55 

1 

0 0 0 

coo 

55  - 65  ■ 

O O 0 

o 0 0 

Over  65  years 

O 0 o 

O O 0 

Deaths 

Uon- 

piratory  Respirat 


¥ II 

o 

e 


o o o e 9 

0 e cx  0 0 


0 O Q 

o e o 

O O 0 


o o o 
0 0 0 
o o o 

O 0 o 


c o c 

O 0 O 


o 0 o 
0 0 0 


G. 

Cancer. 

There 

were  11 

deaths 

f r om 

Cancer 

in  1939  9 

in  1940 

Age 

Group 

1939 

LI 

¥ 

Age 

1940 

Group 

II 

0 - 

45  years 

O 0 o 

e o 0 

o o 

0 1 

0 - 

45  years 

1 00 

45  ~ 

55  “ 

o o e 

o 0 0 

e 

C 1 

45  - 

55 

0 c 

55  “■ 

f,  c 

o 0 o ■ 

0 o o 

0 c 

C 1 

55  - 

65. 

0 0 

65  " 

75 

O O C ■ 

0 O 0 

3 0 e 

0 2 

65  - 

75 

1 0 0 

75  " 

85 

0 0 o 

coo 

2 . . 

. 1 

75  - 

85  '* 

X 00 

OA^er 

■ 85 

0 C 0 

0 o o 

O 0 

0 

Over 

85  " 

0 0 

Total 


5 


6 


Total 


3 


